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The Society’s Annual General Meeting on Wednesday 26thJ June, held again
at the K&K Hotel George, was a lively and well-attended event. As this was an
occasion when we wanted to mark the 75th anniversary of the Society’s, it was
a delight to see so many members present, a number of whom had made long
journeys to be present.
In addition to the formal business of the meeting, the programme included several
presentations. The first of these was given by Dr Tino Kulnik, physiotherapist
and researcher. A recent recipient of an Otto Harpner grant, Dr Kulnik gave
an illuminating description of a project with Austrian physiotherapists which
he undertook in Vienna, with the aim of strengthening collaboration and
information exchange.
Katharina Kastner, Deputy Head of Mission at the Austrian Embassy and Tünde
Huber, Director of the Austrian Cultural Forum also provided engaging talks.
Outlining the particular roles which both the Embassy and the Cultural Forum
fulfill in representing Austria and in furthering Anglo-Austrian relations, both
also referred to the contribution which the Anglo-Austrian Society has made
during the past seventy-five years, and expressed their best wishes for the
future. Since music has played an important part in the life of the Society during
that time, it seemed fitting to end the morning with music: One of the Trustees,
Florian Thomas, with guitarist, Michael Butten, performed the opening four
songs from Schubert’s Die schöne Müllerin. The upbeat mood continued into
lunch, which was also a most convivial affair, not least because of the Austrian
specialties, which the hotel provided, and which began with a toast to the
Society, proposed by the previous Chairman, Robin O’Neill.
If you are a regular user of the internet, I hope that you will soon notice that the
Society’s website has now been refreshed and that Instagram has been added.
Instagram is the social media platform where photographs dominate, so the hope
is that this will provide opportunity and encouragement for members to share
highlights from some of the Society’s events. As I am sure you are aware, the
75th anniversary theme continues to be a feature of the second half of this year,
so with the reception at the Austrian Embassy on 15th October and celebrations
organized by Stammtisch groups, I hope that you will find plenty of moments to
capture in photos and to share.
Dame Janet Ritterman - Chairman
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In Memoriam - Lizzi Moller 1912 – 2019
This loyal member of the Society for over 30 years was born
in Vienna. She married her lawyer husband Richard and they
enjoyed a happy marriage for 52 years. They shared a passion for
music, but this charmed life was soon to end with the Anschluss
in 1938, when the troubles began for anyone of Jewish heritage.
Richard was snatched, ending up in Dachau. Lizzi managed to
get her husband released and the family with daughter Susi, aged
one year, arrived in Finsbury Park, London in March 1939.
Life was a struggle: They survived bombs, Richard’s internment
on the Isle of Man and evacuation. Eventually they found good
jobs and they settled in Harrow, where they put down roots and
made many friends. When Richard died Lizzi moved to Egham to be near her family and
enjoyed an active social life and the Southern Stammtisch meeting of the Anglo Austrian
Society.
*********************************************************************
A reader writes:
Dear Board Members Anglo Austrian Society,
I have been a member of the Society for a long time. In fact I feel part of this celebration,
having come to England in 1949. That is 70 years! I feel very proud that the magazine is
written in English. How else could everybody find out about our Beautiful Austria? I show
it to a lot of friends.
I came with a transport of young girl from Graz, who were invited to work here for 2 years.
I got married, had children and a happy life. Many years ago your magazine, then a larger
one, wrote about our transport. It felt so good to see it written down.
So please keep writing or printing in English, it is the right way.
Yours Mrs A.S
Another member sent us an email in German:
Liebe Redaktion!
Mit der Meinung von Frau B. (Sommerauflage 2019) bin ich vollig einverstanden. Ich bin
ein Neukömmling bei der Anglo Austrian Society und möchte als Engländer die Gelegenheit
haben meine Deutschsprachkenntnisse zu verbessern.
Ich bin auch überzeugt daβ die Muttersprachler unter uns auch in ihrer Heimatsprache etwas
lesen möchten.
Wäre es möglich ab und zu Vorlesen in deutscher Sprache zu veranstalten?
Mit freundlichen Grüβen
Mr R F.

Anmerkung der Redaktion:
Stammtische sind eine gute Möglichkeit mit deutschsprachigen Mitgliedern Kontakt
zu haben.
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Angela Krośik and Destination UK
Six years ago, Marion Trestler, with some financial help from the Anglo Austrian
Society, published an interesting book about women immigration from post-war
Austria to the United Kingdom. Many of these women came under the “Blue
Danube” Scheme for employment of Austrian women, which operated from
1948 to 1950.
Angela Krośik, came to work in Britain in 1947,
as a 23 year old, a year before this scheme started.
Angela was a long-standing and loyal member of
the Anglo Austrian Society and was always a hardworking, independent and very dynamic person and
clearly ahead of her time. She travelled with the
Anglo Austrian Society from a small village near
Graz to England and found work in the hotel and
catering business. She settled in the Bristol area.

Angela Krośik was born on 25. March 1924 in the village of St. Johann ob
Hohenburg/Köstling, near the town of Voitsberg in the province of Styria.
Her nephew, Herr Erich Guggi, very kindly helped us to fill in the some of the
gaps in her life and provided us with details about her career and life in England.
While she was working hard in the hotel and catering trade, she studied in
her free time, went to evening classes and qualified in hotel management. Her
diligence, ambition and her strong character helped her to make a brilliant
career in the hotel business. For many years she managed the Grosvenor Hotel
near Temple Mead Station in Bristol.
This iconic building was recently in the local News, as campaigners have issued
a rallying cry, urging Bristol City Council to protect the former Grosvenor Hotel
from demolition. Built in 1875 the building has been put forward to Historic
England for consideration for listed building status.
All her life Angela Krośik had time for her fellow human beings and was very
generous and active in the local Charity sector. Until shortly before her death
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in 2005, she did a lot of work for St. Peters Hospiz in Bristol. As an example
of her work for this Charity, Herr Guggi told the Editor of this Newsletter that
she produced every year hundreds of jars of delicious jam for sale at the yearly
Bazar. She raised a lot of money for various good causes and her generous
bequests have benefited a number of charities including the Anglo Austrian
Society. In recognition of her charity work and financial contributions to good
causes, Angela Krosik received the Lord Mayor’s Medal of Bristol in 2003. Her
ashes were repatriated to Austria and she was interred in her parents’ grave in
the cemetery of her birthplace in St. Johann ob Hohenburg.

Credits: Photo Herr Guggi (Angela photo)
Photos of village and grave by Prof. Mag Anton Kunej
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Grant News
Research Visit Report by Rhoslyn Beckwith
As a result of the generosity of the Anglo-Austrian Society and
the Otto Harpner award, I was able to undertake a research trip
to Vienna between the 26th of June and the 3rd of July 2019. I
have just transferred onto a PhD course at Swansea University
and in my thesis, I am exploring the differing ways in which
Empress Elisabeth of Austria (“Sissi”) and Queen Luise of Prussia have been represented in
biographical literature as well as in films. Both women fulfilled similar roles in the collective
memories of each country but the way their biographical representations have changed since
their deaths can teach us a great deal about the contrasting approaches Germany and Austria
have undertaken, in order to come to terms with their own histories.
My research trip has therefore been the perfect opportunity for me to investigate
the way in which Vienna represents its own history, as well as the way in which “Sissi” has
become an omnipresent image throughout the city. I spent a great deal of time in the Austrian
National Library, which allowed me to gain access to several books, which were not available
anywhere in the UK, including Evelyn Knappitsch’s Die Kaiserin, ihr Mörder und das Attentat
von Genf. Pressemediale (Nach-)Blicke auf die Kaiserin: Zur Konstruktion von ‘Sisi’-Bildern
in der Wiener Presse um 1900 (2012), Karl Vocelka‘s Sisi: Leben und Legende einer Kaiserin
(2014), Henning Klüver’s Sissi. Die rebellische Kaiserin (1996) and Katrin Unterreiner‘s
Sisi, Mythos und Wahrheit (2015). Evelyn Knappitsch’s work proved particularly useful,
especially the preface which highlighted the need for further study in the area I am currently
investigating: “eine ähnlich umfassende Studie zu Elisabeth-Legenden der zweiten Hälfte des
20. Jahrhunderts, insbesondere in Wechselwirkung mit aufkommenden Konstruktionen eines
positiv konnotierten (Österreich-) nationalen Bewusstseins fehlt bis heute“ (p. 9).
I also visited many museums during my visit inclusing the Haus der Geschichte in the
Hofburg, which only opened in November 2018. It was very interesting to observe the way in
which the museum has acknowledged Austria’s “Victim theory” in the post-war years. To an
outsider, it still appears to be an uncomfortable subject even in a museum dedicated to precisely
this period of Austrian history. The museum seems to be intent on distancing itself from those
who claimed victim status for their country, almost writing off such attitudes as simply the
product of an older and less enlightened generation. There was also a clear emphasis on the
bravery of the small number of Austrians, who rebelled against Nazism after the Anschluss. I
was surprised to find no mention of the current trend for Habsburg nostalgia omnipresent in
Vienna today and this was one of the only museums I have visited in Vienna, in which Empress
Elisabeth does not appear once. It was very informative and offered me a clear insight into the
way in which Vienna wishes to represent Austrian history at the present time.
Editors note: The full report can be obtained from the Anglo Austrian Socitey; If you are
interested please contact Allyson at the office:
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Stammtisch and other News
Southern Stammtisch
It was a great pleasure to see Roger and Ann Blishen from the
Southern Stammtisch at the recent AGM. To commemorate
the 75. Anniversary of the Southern Stammtisch Ann and
Roger are arranging an event. Please contact them for
further deatails.
Roger took this photo of a cosy Stammtisch corner on a
recent trip to St. Wolfgang in the Salzkammergut.
Photo here
Chiltern Stammtisch
The Chiltern Group summer party will be held on Saturday
31st August to mark the 75th Anniversary of the Society.
Further details can be obtained from Brigitte Kreuger via
the AAS office
London Stammtisch
We are planning and discussing our Anniversary celebrations at the 10th September
Stammtisch and meet at the K+K Hotel George from 12.30 onwards. Photo here
Oxford Stammtisch
Please contact Christine Gadsby regarding the next meetings
Other News
One of our long-standing members, Mr Howard D.
highlighted a recent article in The Guardian Newspaper
with the headline: ‘Berlin to offer public transport for 1
Euro a day in drive to cut car use’
The article sates that “Such a move would make Berlin
the latest German city to emulate what has become
known as the “Vienna Model”. Public transport use in
the Austrian capital has shot up since network Wiener
Linien lowered the price of an annual season ticket from
449 Euro to 365 Euro in May 2012.
Thank you Howard for sending us this item.
Austrian Cultural Forum
Please refer to their by-monthly newsletter or website
for programme details
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August 2019
How to contact the Anglo Austrian Society:
Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 08.00 - 14.00h
Phone: 01494 711116 e-mail: enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
Website: www.angloaustrian.org.uk
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Local Stammtisch Meetings
Chiltern Stammtisch: Meets on the last Saturday of the month for lunch at the
Gate in Bryants Bottom near High Wycombe
Contact: Brigitte Kreuger via the office
Southern Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 3rd Saturday at midday, except in
December, at the Jack Phillip Pub in Godalming.
Contact: Ann Blishen ann.blishen@btinternet.com, Tel: 01252 722499
London Stammtisch: Meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month at 12.30 p.m, at
the K&K Hotel George, Templeton Place, SW5 near Earls Court Tube station.
Members visiting London are always welcome to join us.
Oxford Stammtisch: Meets at The Plough, The Green, Upper Wolvercote, Oxford.
Contact: Christine Gadsby for dates and times.
Tel: 01993812118 e-mail:
christine.gadsby68@gmail.com
Oxford Uni. Austrian Soc.: oxford.austriansociety@gmail.com
Wirral Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 2nd Saturday at 12.30 p.m at The
Glegg Arms, Heswall.
Contact: Heidi Reynolds Tel: 01492 536340
Manchester Stammtisch is not meeting at the moment
Useful websites:
News: www.news.ORF.at
Holidays: www.austria.info/uk
Culture: www.acflondon.org
Embassy: www.bmeia.gv.at/oeb-london/
Weltweit Freunde:www.austrians.org
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