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On 15th October, members of the Society, friends and guests gathered at the Austrian 
Embassy in London, for an evening reception to mark the 75th anniversary of the 
founding of the Anglo-Austrian Society, hosted by the Ambassador, Dr Michael 
Zimmermann. For those who were able to attend, it was a memorable occasion. 
After a brief welcome by the Ambassador, and short addresses by Sir Peter 
Bottomley, Chair of the British-Austrian All- Party Parliamentary Group, and by 
me, as Chairman of the Society. Erika Lang, a Life Member of the Society, who 
now convenes the London Stammtisch, spoke movingly about what the Society 
has meant to her over the years. And fittingly, this formal part of the evening 
included music – music by Austrian-born composers performed by Austrian-
born musicians. The violinist, Nadine Nigl, included a work by the distinguished 
composer, Joseph Horovitz who, to the delight of many, was among the audience 
that evening. And Florian Thomas, a member of the Society’s Board of Trustees, 
provided a stirring conclusion to the first part of the evening with his performance 
of three Schubert Lieder.

Thanks to the imaginative curation of Dr Felicitas Starr-Egger, another of the 
Trustees, photos and documents illustrating key moments in the Society’s seventy-
five year history were also on display during the reception, This PowerPoint 
presentation attracted a good deal of attention and prompted the sharing of 
memories of years gone by among longstanding members. And many of those 
present welcomed the opportunity to meet and chat with the President of the 
Austro-British Society in Vienna, Professor Kurt Tiroch and the President of the 
Austro-British Society in Linz, Dr Gerlinde Strobl, who travelled from Austria
in order to join in the evening’s celebrations.

However this was only one of several events when members of the Anglo-Austrian 
Society have come together in recent months to celebrate the Society’s landmark 
anniversary. Several of the Stammtische have already organized local gatherings 
to mark the occasion, which have also been very convivial events.

The Anglo-Austrian Society now has an Instagram account (which you can 
find on the website: look for the small logo on the right hand side of the 
home page). If you have any photos which you would like to share in this 

way, please send them to brigitte.kreuger@angloaustrian.org.uk so that they can 
be enjoyed by us all.

Best wishes
Dame Janet Ritterman - Chairman
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All photos by courtesy of Traudl and Robert Lawrence
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The Anglo-Austrian Society Archive Project
Dr Clare George

The Society’s Autumn 2017 Newsletter reported that work had begun to preserve 
and make accessible the historical records of the AAS at the University of London, 
work kindly funded by the Miller Trust with a contribution from the AAS. Over 
the past two years, all 56 boxes of the Society’s archive have been sorted and re-
packaged to professional archival standards. A record of each file has been created 
on the University’s online catalogue, which is freely accessible to all at https://
archives.libraries.london.ac.uk/home. The transfer of the records to the University’s 
Institute of Modern Languages Research in 2006 and 2016 was arranged with 
the help of Professor Charmian Brinson of the Research Centre for German and 
Austrian Exile Studies, who has written one of the very few published accounts of 
the Society’s history. The sorting and cataloguing of the records will enable other 
researchers to build on Professor Brinson’s work and explore the many fascinating 
aspects of the Society’s story in greater detail.
The archive includes meeting minutes, correspondence, photographs, publicity 
material and more, and documents the history of the AAS from 1944 to 2015. 
The exiled Austrian Social Democrats who founded the Society wanted to spread 
understanding of the vital importance of Austrian democracy for peace and progress 
in Europe and counter the influence of the Communist exiles on post-war plans 
for Austria. In the immediate post-war years the AAS helped to run relief schemes 
for starving children in war-torn Austria and re-establish cultural exchanges and 
cooperation between the UK and Austria. Together with the Anglo-Austrian Music 
Society, in 1947 the AAS was responsible for arranging the momentous first post-
war visit to the UK of the Vienna Philharmonic, for example. In later decades the 
Society ran an ambitious programme of events including lectures, dances, readings 
and tours by the Spanish Riding School, as well as an education exchange scheme 
which shaped generations of Austrian and British children’s views of each other’s 
country. 
The impact of this work in strengthening ties between the two countries has been 
acknowledged over the years by many high-level British and Austrian supporters. 
The archive is a testament to the Society’s success in developing from a small group 
of individual refugees into an influential international cultural organisation, and 
the records make fascinating reading to anyone interested in the development of 
British-Austrian relations in the second half of the twentieth century. All members 
and interested bona fide researchers are welcome to consult the archive, which is 
accessible at the University’s Senate House Library. The Miller Archivist would be 
pleased to help with any enquiries and can be contacted via email on clare.george@
sas.ac.uk.
November 2019
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Our annual celebration of Christmas with 
music, readings and traditional Austrian carols, 

with Glühwein and refreshments served. 
Families and friends welcome!  

Free and unticketed.   

Sat 14th Dec. at  6:30pm 
St. Mary-at-Hill Church 

 Lovat lane 
City of London,  

Austrian Christmas Service 
Österreichischer Weihnachtsgottesdient 

St. Anne’s Lutheran Church present their  

St. Anne’s  
Lutheran Church 

 Advent
(Rainer Maria Rilke)

Es treibt der Wind im Winterwalde
die Flockenherde wie ein Hirt

und manche Tanne ahnt wie balde
sie fromm und lichterheilig wird.

Und lauscht hinaus: den weiβen Wegen
streckt sie die Zweige hin – bereit
und wehrt den Wind und wächst 

entgegen
der einen Nacht der Herrlichkeit.
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News Austria  and UK

Land Salzburg is in Krampus Fever

More than 600 groups of Krampus-
and Perchtengroups are roaming the 
streets of towns and villages in the 
Salzburg area from late November to 
6. December, St Nikolaus day. This old 
custom is now causing distress amongst 
some of the locals. The very elaborate 
and frightening masks, combined with 
the rowdy behaviour of the participants 
can upset children and some adults 
alike. Each posse seems to have a different interpretation of the ancient custom and the 
traditionalists are not always in favour of these spectacular parades.

Der Pass  - Arrived on DVD and digital by Ahorn Media International

From the award-winning makers of hit drama The Dark, which was inspired by The 
Bride, now comes this thrilling new German-Austrian  TV crime thriller. When a 
gruesomely staged, dead body is found in a mountain pass near the German-Austrian 
border, two detectives from either side are brought in to investigate. Set against a 
majestic backdrop, the eight-part series is produced by Max Weidemann and Quirin 
Berg (The Lives of Others) and won the award for best TV series in Austria.

A Masterchef in the Anglo Austrian Society 

We congratulate Dr Helga Stelzhammer, who recently 
entered the Masterchef competition and progressed to 
the Semifinals with her Austro-Hungarian Menu.  She 
entered a Hungarian Vegetable Goulash & Austrian 
Apple Souffle (Apfelgriesauflauf mit Erdbeerpuree) 
and received a special commendation in this very stiff 
competition.

Walking in Britain, Austria, Germany and South Tyrol
Heidrun Speedy reminds our members of this walking 
organisation. If you are interested in joining one of the 
walk, please contact: anglo-german-walks@cc-email.co.uk
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Stammtisch News

Southern Stammtisch     

The Southern Stammtisch, organised by Ann 
and Roger Blishen, arranged a special event 
on Sunday, 15th September, celebrating the 75. 
Anniversary of the Society.
Their regular monthly meetings are held on 
the 3rd Saturday at the Jack Phillip Pub in 
Godalming.

Chiltern Stammtisch   

The Chiltern Stammtisch held its Summer Party on 31st August at the Gate and 
the theme was the celebration of 75 years of the Anglo-Austrian Society. Friends 
and family were encouraged to attend the special celebrations. Thirty-six people 
attended, including some Society members who had travelled considerable 
distances. The Pub put on a special meal, which included Wiener Schnitzel and 
Brigitte Kreuger found a musician who provided a wide variety of Austrian and 
German music which added to the success of the celebrations.

Oxford Stammtisch

Christine Gadsby and other members of the Oxford Stammtisch are meeting 
regularly. Please contact Christine for further details and dates.

London Stammtisch  

Our meetings on the second Tuesday of the 
month are always well attended and many of our 
members bring guest to the Stammtisch at the 
K+K Hotel George. Below a photo of a recent 
event, taken by our member Traudl Lawrence, 
during our visit to the Photo Exhibition at 
Austrian Cultural Forum in celebration of the 
75. Anniversary of the Society.
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How to contact the Anglo Austrian Society:

Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 08.00 - 14.00h
Phone: 01494 711116 e-mail: enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
Website: www.angloaustrian.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------        
Local Stammtisch Meetings 

Chiltern Stammtisch: Meets on the last Saturday of the month for lunch at the 
Gate in Bryants Bottom near High Wycombe
Contact: Brigitte Kreuger via the office

Southern Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 3rd Saturday at midday, except in 
December, at the Jack Phillip Pub in Godalming.
Contact: Ann Blishen ann.blishen@btinternet.com, Tel: 01252 722499

London Stammtisch: Meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month at 12.30 p.m, at 
the K&K Hotel George, Templeton Place, SW5 near Earls Court Tube station. 
Members visiting London are always welcome to join us.

Oxford Stammtisch:
Contact: Christine Gadsby for dates and times.    Tel: 01993812118   
e-mail: christine.gadsby68@gmail.com
Oxford Uni. Austrian Soc.: oxford.austriansociety@gmail.com

Wirral Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 2nd Saturday at 12.30 p.m at The 
Glegg Arms, Heswall. 
Contact: Heidi Reynolds Tel: 01492 536340
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