
1
www.angloaustrian.org.uk

Spring Edition 2020
Anglo - Austrian

Society

Since 1944

www.angloaustrian.org.uk
Spring Edition 2020



2
www.angloaustrian.org.uk

Spring Edition 2020

Dear Member

Please allow me to introduce myself to all who haven’t met me before at an AGM 
or a Stammtisch. My name is Florian Thomas and I am a Trustee and Board 
Member of the Anglo Austrian Society, a trained opera singer, musicologist and 
also a manual practitioner who works with musicians, singers and voice patients. 
My wife and I are based in Oxford. Some of you might have heard me sing at the 
last AGM and at the 75. Anniversary celebrations of the Society at the Austrian 
Embassy last October.
2020 is another year to celebrate important birthdays in the music world and as I 
searched for famous Austrians who will be remembered this year, the most famous 
I came up with was Beethoven. Beethoven? you may ask. Wasn’t he German and 
born in Bonn? Yes, of course you are absolutely right, but he spent more than 
35 years in Vienna, moving there when he was 21 and dying there aged 56. He 
studied with Mozart and Haydn and was well supported by some of Vienna’s most 
wealthy noblemen of his time. Not only was he established as a composer but also 
as a marvellous pianist and famous improviser. He wrote the majority of his works 
in Vienna, including symphonies, string quartets, sonatas etc. and his only opera 
“Fidelio”, which is performed by many companies including the Royal Opera 
House Covent Garden this year. Austria has surely adopted Beethoven as one of 
our favourite big adoptive sons.
There is also a Beethoven link to England. The Philharmonic Society, which was 
founded in London in 1813, was very supportive of his work and the first concerts 
of the Society already included his compositions. They were among the first to buy 
his early pieces and offered them to a publisher for publication in England. The 
Philharmonic Society tried to convince Beethoven several times to visit London 
and in 1818 offered to pay for a residency in which to write pieces that would later 
on belong to them. Those journeys never took place, mostly due to Beethoven’s 
health, but the Society did successfully commission the composition of his 9th 
Symphony (the manuscript was added to the United Nations Memory of the World 
Programme Heritage list in 2001) which includes the famous 4th movement with 
Schiller’s “Ode an die Freude”. We all know this incredible composition as anthem 
of the EU and we can proudly know that its creation was supported by funds 
donated by the United Kingdom.

Best wishes
Florian Thomas - Trustee
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     Verleihung des Goldenen Verdienstkreuzes

We are delighted to report to our members that the Austrian Ambassador, Dr. 
Michael Zimmermann – on behalf of the Austrian President Alexander Van der 
Bellen – bestowed the Decoration of Honour in Gold to the former Chairman 
of the Anglo Austrian Society, Lord Janric Craigavon and Robin O’Neill CMG.
The ceremony was held at the Austrian Embassy in February and the Austrian 
Ambassador hosted a lunch for these distinguished friends and supporters of 
Austria. Frau Mag Katharina Kastner, Deputy Head of Mission and Herr Dr. 
Christoph Weingartner, Head of Press and Public Diplomacy, were also in 
attendance.

The Viscount Craigavon first entered the House of Lords in 
1974 and joined the Society as a member of the Executive 
Committee and Trustee in 1994. He later became Chairman 
and guided our Charity  with a great deal of care and wisdom 
through some turbulent and difficult years. He retired in 2014 
as a Life Member of the Society.
Robin O’Neill was British Ambassador to Austria from 1986 
to 1989 and became a member of the Executive Committee 
and Trustee of the Society in 1996. He brought a great deal of 
diplomacy and common sense to the running of the Society 
and succeeded Lord Craigavon as Chairman in 2014 and 
handed over to Dame Janet Ritterman in 2019.
 

A mysterious “Abzeichen”
The Editor has recently had sight of the badge shown below. It bears the initials 
A.A.I.C. at the top and Ö.E.A. and possibly K. at the bottom. Anybody who can 
recognize this item, please enlighten us and contact the office.
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Our Stammtische up and down the Country were very active in the run up to 
Christmas and celebrated friendship and conviviality in an Anglo Austrian 
setting.

Chiltern Stammtisch
The Chiltern Stammtisch hosted its annual Krampusfest on Saturday 7. 
December. The event was open to members, friends and family. Thirty-four 
people attended the event, including two members of the Oxford Stammtisch. 
The Gate Pub provided an Austrian-themed menu and St. Nikolaus and Krampus 
made an appearance with ‘goody bags’ and a Rute.  

The London Stammtisch 
A wonderful Christmas lunch was held at the K+K Hotel George on Tuesday, 
10th December with 11 members and three guests from the Chiltern Stammtisch 
attending. Life member Erika Lang provided us with a generous bag of delicious 
homemade Vanillekipferln and her guest Brad gave us a rendition of Viennese 
songs. Both January and February Stammtische were very well attended and 
new members were welcomed.
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Stammtisch News

Southern Stammtisch   

The Southern Stammtisch, organised by Ann and Roger Blishen has around 30 
members and usually 20 of them come to the Stammtisch. New members have 
joined over the years and the Society is proud to have such an active Stammtisch 
in the South.
Meetings are held at midday on the third Saturday of the month at the Jack 
Phillip Pub in Godalming

Oxford Stammtisch

Christine Gadsby and other members of the Oxford Stammtisch are meeting 
regularly at The Plough on the Green in Upper Wolvercote.

Wirral Stammtisch

Heidi Reynolds organised a 75. Anniversary celebration on 14th December with 
a group of Austrian and British friends

Photo Credits:
Front page and page 3 Headly Beeson
Page 4: Helen Ramsden and Traudl Lawrence
Page 5: Heidi Reynolds
Page 7: Austrian Tourist Board
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News Austria  and UK

Doppelstaatsbürgerschaft ?
Der Auslandsösterreicher Weltbund hat vom 11. September bis 16. Oktober 
2019 eine offene Umfrage zum Thema Staatbürgerschaft durchgeführt. Gefragt 
wurde unter anderem nach der Relevanz einer Staatsbürgerschaft, nach dem 
Interesse einer Doppelstaatsbürgerschaft und nach dem Wissen über die 
Voraussetzungen für den Erwerb der Staatsbürgerschaft des Gastlandes und der 
Beibehaltung der österreichischen Staatsbürgerschaft. Das Ergebnis  und die 
Auswertung der Umfrage kann über www.weltbund.at heruntergeladen werden.

Robert Stolz Society
The next concert of ‘The Friends of Robert Stolz’ is held on Saturday, 18th April 
2 pm at:
Methodist Central Hall,
Westminster,
London SW1H 9NH
For tickets please contact Erika Lang by email: e.lang21@yahoo.co.uk

“Leopoldstadt” at the Wyndham Theatre a Play by Tom Stoppard
Tom Stoppard has gifted us with a deeply felt Family Saga which tracks historic 
events in Vienna from 1899 to 1955 through the lives of three generations of 
two Jewish Families, the Merz family and the Jakobovicz family. Our member 
Traudl Lawrence writes: For anyone with a connection to Vienna and Austria 
this play is a “must see” and an apt reminder of the Holocaust at the time of 
the 75. anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. A full review of the Play by 
Traudl can be obtained from the office.

“Only The Violins Remain”
9. March to 30.May 2020
A touring exhibition from the House of Austrian History in partnership with the 
Royal Academy of Music Museum. It tells the story about two musicans, who 
were leading figures in Austrain musical society, the story of Arnord Rose and 
his daughter Alma, whose careers were cut short by the Nazis.
Royal Academy of Music Museum
Marylebone Road
London, NW1 5HT
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Ausseerland’s Narzissenfest - A festival of flowers
By Society Meember Bryan Smith 
Having spent some 30 years visiting Bad Aussee, I thought it was time to visit 
in late May/early June, when the town indulges in its annual flower festival. To 
celebrate Spring the people of Ausseerland take advantage of the extensive local 
pastures in which the wild white star-shaped narcissi grow in abundance.
Immediately before the festival weekend the secondary school children have 
days off school to collect the narcissi. The main attraction of the festival is a 
procession of stunning carnival floats and figures, which goes from Bad Aussee 
town centre to the nearby lake of Grundlesee, where the figures are transferred 
from land to water. Prior to the Sunday procession the preceding Friday and 
Saturday is devoted to making the floats, which are composed of wire mesh into 
which are woven the narcissi. This task needs nimble fingers, which work for 
hours weaving the flowers into the elaborate shapes of animals, houses, cartoon 
figures etc. Each figure is usually sponsored by a local firm or club. 
The whole weekend is a colourful exhibition of local festivities. Bad Aussee is 
the informal  Trachten capital of Austria and so dirndls and lederhosen, often 
in the distinctive Ausserland colours, are commonly worn. Old-time local dress 
is often worn and these contrast with the latest styles put on in a fashion show 
organised by local clothiers. 
Each year a Narzissen Queen is chosen and accompanied by two princesses 
portrays a “regal” character to the whole weekend. (Interesting to note however 
that the transport for this trio takes place using a convertible Bentley, pity that 
the company is now part of Volkwagen!)
No Austrian festival goes without its music. So local bands (e.g. the band of the 
former salt works, the fire brigade, etc), entertain the crowds and are an integral 
part of the procession along with many of the people who have made the figures. 
To ensure no one gets bored the weekend also embraces rallies of old vehicles, 
cars and motor bikes, supplemented by market stalls and plenty of Austrian 
festive fayre including the ubiquitous beer tent and brass band. 
To cater for the thousands of visitors that flock to Ausserland the town centre is 
closed to traffic enabling visitors and locals to mix, relax and thoroughly enjoy 
themselves.    
So, planning a holiday or visiting Austria this year? The Narzissenfest is on 
between 21 and 23 May and you can be certain of an enjoyable and colourful 
weekend.
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March 2020
How to contact the Anglo Austrian Society:

Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 08.00 - 14.00h
Phone: 01494 711116 e-mail: enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
Website: www.angloaustrian.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------        
Local Stammtisch Meetings 

Chiltern Stammtisch: Meets on the last Saturday of the month for lunch at the 
Gate in Bryants Bottom near High Wycombe
Contact: Brigitte Kreuger via the office

Southern Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 3rd Saturday at midday, except in 
December, at the Jack Phillip Pub in Godalming.
Contact: Ann Blishen ann.blishen@btinternet.com, Tel: 01252 722499

London Stammtisch: Meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month at 12.30 p.m, at 
the K&K Hotel George, Templeton Place, SW5 near Earls Court Tube station. 
Members visiting London are always welcome to join us.

Oxford Stammtisch:
Contact: Christine Gadsby for dates and times.    Tel: 01993812118   
e-mail: christine.gadsby68@gmail.com
Oxford Uni. Austrian Soc.: oxford.austriansociety@gmail.com

Wirral Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 2nd Saturday at 12.30 p.m at The 
Glegg Arms, Heswall. 
Contact: Heidi Reynolds Tel: 01492 536340
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The Anglo Austrian Society

60 Brimmers Hill
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T: 01494 711116

Useful websites:
News: www.news.ORF.at
Holidays: www.austria.info/uk
Culture: www.acflondon.org
Embassy: www.bmeia.gv.at/oeb-london/
Weltweit Freunde:www.austrians.org


