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Dear Members
What was it like to live in the 2020’s? This question will be asked by future
generations in years to come.
The outbreak of Covid-19 is having a far-reaching impact on the countries of
Europe and the wider world. The experiences during the last few months of
this crisis are influencing every aspect of life in Great Britain and Austria and
will have profound implications for a long time. How work gets done and how
we live our lives maybe very different in the years to come. Families are in
lockdown, grandparents can’t see their children or hug their grandchildren,
holidays are cancelled and employees are encouraged to work from home. In
Austria this is curiously called work in the “Homeoffice”.
Whether the threat is short-term or long lasting, there will be significant changes
for all of us, but especially for the work force. While virtual collaboration is
becoming more and more common, many of us think of it as “second best”
to being there in person and have the unique qualities of a “face-to-face”
environment. The informal interactions of a personal meeting and the clues that
help us to understand how others are thinking and acting, are missing from
virtual meetings. This belief will now be challenged by more and more people
and the qualities of virtual technologies will be developed to the next level, of
this I have no doubt.
For some companies and businesses this ‘brave new world’ will prove workable
and even profitable. Some people will enjoy substantial discretion over their
hours and the pattern of working time. But will it also mean an even faster
growth of low-paid and unskilled jobs in the so-called ‘gig economy’. It remains
to be seen whether virtual reality is a benign influence on our lives. Will the
2020’s become like the “roaring 1920’s, a period of dramatic and social and
political change?
Best wishes
The Editor
Front page photo of Fuschl village and Schloss Fuschl
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“Abzeichen” – The mystery is solved by Bob Burgess of the Chiltern Stammtisch.
Thank you Bob!
Bob writes:
In spring you can usually find me in Alpbach, the idyllic Tyrolean village I have
enjoyed driving to for 18 years, not only for its lovely walking but the spellbinding
religious festivals with their colourful proessions, wonderful music and open air
Masses. In autumn, a highlight for me is the moving spectacle of the Almabtrieb,
celebrating the cows’ safe “Heimkehr” from the summer pastures high in the
mountains.
Over the years I have come to regard Shelag in the tourist office as a friend and
I ensure she regularly receives our magazine, principally to catch British visitors’
eyes. However, it was the item about the two sets of badge initials, which caught
Shelag’s eyes this time! She wrote:
“ I think I have been able to solve the “Abzeichen” mystery”. Fred Fruth, the General
Secretary, from the Austro-British Society (ABS) put the same question to readers
in the Society’s August 2013 Newsletter and received the following “ from my good
friend Christopher Wentworth-Stanley (Artist, Art Historian)”
“Ö.E.A.K., stands for “Österreichisch-Englisches Austausch
Komitee”,
founded in 1927 to encourage exchanges between British and
Austrian students. A.A.I.C. would be its equivalent “AngloAustrian Interchange Committee”.
Letters to our Secretary and to the Editor from Stammtisch members up and
down the country during the Corona crisis.
Dear friends,
Thank you all for your newsy emails, I feel a bit like you and I am cooking dishes I
haven’t done for years!
Scheiterhaufen, Pork cheeks, Griesschmarren, Toad in the Hole…just to name a few.
I speak to Renate a couple of times a week, as well as with Ruth and my neighbour.
Asda fresh is keeping me in vitamin C. I am so busy with keep fit, do my back routine
and sit for 2 hours in front of my back window, writing to friends and relatives. I do
my housework and find there is little time left for other things.
I miss our monthly Stammtisch in the K+K, but keeping well is now the most
important thing.
Erika L.- London Stammtisch
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London Stammtisch
Liebe Freunde,
Hier sind wir wieder! Zum Glück noch gesund und guten Mutes!
Die Tage und Wochen verfliegen trotz der Ausgangssperre, denn es gibt immer
viel Unterhaltung mit Familie und Freunden (Brighton, Wien und Stockholm)
und tägliche Fitnessübungen in unserem mini-Gärtchen, wenn die Sonne
scheint. Zweimal in der Woche bekommen wir Ocado deliveries durch unsere
netten Nachbarn. Wir haben einen fantastischen Bäcker der uns biologische
Sourdough Wecken liefert und unser Mittagessen ist immer ein highlight, denn
wir planen abwechslungsreiche Menus auf Wiener und Englischer Art.
Auch die NHS hat uns nicht vergessen und Robert hatte schon drei telefonische
Besprechungen.
Seid herzlichst umarmt, das dürfen wir wenigstens sagen, und bleibt gesund,
Traudl und Robert L.
Dear All,
It is nice to hear from you all and glad you are well in these strange times. I am
ok in suburbia and have been enjoying the solitude and sunny weather in the
garden, planting perennials and sowing lots of seeds in the conservatory. Just
waiting for the “Ice Maidens” to pass, before I plant out the fragile shoots.
Today I baked two carrot cakes (Karottengugelhupf mit Limonenglasur). One
for me, the other one for my neighbor who has been fixing the boundary fence.
I venture out just once a week supporting Age Concern and delivering food to
seniors, who are isolating. Although my family is quite dispersed around the
Globe, during this crisis a have got a lot closer to them, communicating more
regularly online.
So, on the whole, apart from missing golf and the Stammtisch, I can’t say I am
too badly affected by the lockdown. I hope to see you again sometime soon.
Stay safe and well!
Helga S.
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Southern Stammtisch
We were informed by Ann and Roger Blishen that
Stammtisch member Bertie Mawer has died at home
in March after a short illness, not related to the virus
outbreak.
Bertie and his wife Rosemary have been Members of
the Anglo Austrian Society for many years and regular
attendees of the Southern Stammtisch. They were able
to attend our garden party in celebration of the 75th Anniversary of the Society,
which was hosted by Dorothea and Trevor Burton. Rosemary and Bertie could join
our celebrations and enjoy Austrian music and singing from our members Christine
and Hans. We were pleased to welcome Dame Janet Ritterman and a friend.
Chiltern Stammtisch
The Chiltern Group is very active and held its Fasching
event in February. They were joined by members of the
Oxford Stammtisch. It was a great success with many
participant coming in full costume – not just funny
hats (see photo). Dame Janet Ritterman attended the
event and had the difficult task of awarding the prizes
for the best three costumes.
Due to the ages and/or health of our members, the majority are in self-isolation.
They are reliant on family, friends and neighbours for helping them with shopping
requirements etc. They do keep in touch with each other - either by phone or by
email.
Oxford Stammtisch
What strange times, writes Christine Gadsby. Our members are coping well, so far.
I have not heard of anyone falling sick with the dreaded virus. We are staying in as
much as possible and enjoy our gardens and other interests like reading or some of
the wonderful music offered online. I do feel for all musicians who are missing their
audience and their pay. Heidrun S. and I are still teaching, via Facetime. Heidrun
teaches children who are struggling at school. I only have one student now who
occasionally joins our group to have a chance to hear and speak a little German. We
meet once a month on various days and at
Our group meets once a month on various days and at different venues.
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Grant News
Edited extract of Scholarship report by Harald Edinger
Dear Members of the Board of Trustees,
This short report is to outline how the award
made to me by the Otto Harpner Fund has
aided my research and to express my gratitude,
both for the financial support and the trust
the Anglo Austrian Society has placed in my
academic potential.
The award has helped me in covering the cost
of the fourth year of my doctoral programme,
during which I have been in residence at the
Diplomatische Academy Wien as a pre-doctoral researcher. The Diplomatic
Academy provided a conducive environment to complete my doctoral work
for several reasons: my research combines two fields of research - theory and
applied policy analysis, which are well represented by the Academy. Being
the oldest professional School focused on foreign policy and diplomacy, it
maintains strong institutional ties with universities and think tanks in Russia
and the countries of the former Soviet Union and frequently hosts academics
and diplomats from that part of the world. This access has been beneficial in the
empirical stage of my doctoral project, in which I am studying the psychological
responses of Russian foreign policy-makers over the last decade.
My thesis has benefitted from collaborating with Prof Markus Kornprobst, an
expert on International Relations theory. It also enabled me to teach graduate
students in international politics and political science methods.
My future plans for research and teaching are a way to synthesize and apply the
skills I have acquired during my professional career to contemporary questions
concerning international security, development and political economy. I feel I
am best able to pursue my goal of provoking positive change through academia,
where Imcan influence the next generation of thinkers and leaders.
The Anglo Austrian Society has made a very important contribution to that
objective.
Harald Edinger
Oxford
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Austrian News:
A Modified Salzburg Summer Festival seems possible
A press release of 15th May 2020 of the Salzburg Festival’s directorate comments
on the initial announcement by the Austrian government that regulations for
cultural events are to be gradually loosened from June onwards. According
to their statements, in August events up to 1,000 audience members may be
possible if the organizer in question presents an adequate security concept. The
Salzburg Festival management aims to publish the newly arranged programme
for the summer in June.
Camper van sales are taking off
In Austria and other European countries the sales of boats and camper vans have
exploded. Lakes and Mountains holidays will be popular this summer.
Alpine huts opening
From 29th May mountain huts in the Austrian Alps are open for business, but
strict regulations of social distancing will apply. The owners and manager of
the huts and mountain refuges are not happy that a minimum of 2 m has to be
observed in the huts by all customers.
UK News:
EU Settlement Scheme
According to the latest internal figures (14 May 2020), the Home Office has
received more than 3,5 Million applications for the EU Settlement Scheme. The
milestone has been reached with over a year still to go until the 30 June 2021
deadline.
The Home Office has also released the most recent quarterly statistics reports,
providing more detailed information on the progress of the EU Settlement
Scheme. A wide range of support is available for those who need help applying
or have questions about the scheme. Further information can be obtained by
email from: homeoffice@communications.homeoffice.gov.uk
Forest Bathing
This new therapy is also called Forest Bathing – translated from the Japanese
Shinrin-Yoku or Forest Medicine – is a slow walking activity that prioritizes
sensory experiences and is designed to be relaxing. Further information from:
www.wyedeantourism.co.uk
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How to contact the Anglo Austrian Society:
Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 08.00 - 14.00h
Phone: 01494 711116 e-mail: enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
Website: www.angloaustrian.org.uk
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Local Stammtisch Meetings
N.B Please contact the various Stammtisch organisers for further details. The
information below are the meeting times and places in pre-Corona times and
are subject to alteration.
Chiltern Stammtisch: Meets on the last Saturday of the month for lunch at the
Gate in Bryants Bottom near High Wycombe.
Contact: Brigitte Kreuger via the office
Southern Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 3rd Saturday at midday, except in
December, at the Jack Phillip Pub in Godalming.
Contact: Ann Blishen ann.blishen@btinternet.com, Tel: 01252 722499
London Stammtisch: Meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month at 12.30 p.m, at
the K&K Hotel George, Templeton Place , SW5 near Earls Court Tube station.
Members visiting London are always welcome to join us.
Oxford Stammtisch:
Contact: Christine Gadsby for dates and times. Tel: 01993812118
e-mail: christine.gadsby68@gmail.com
Oxford Uni. Austrian Soc.: oxford.austriansociety@gmail.com
Wirral Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 2nd Saturday at 12.30 p.m at The
Glegg Arms, Heswall.
Contact: Heidi Reynolds Tel: 01492 536340
Useful websites:
News: www.news.ORF.at
Holidays: www.austria.info/uk
Culture: www.acflondon.org
Embassy: www.bmeia.gv.at/oeb-london/
Weltweit Freunde:www.austrians.org
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