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Editorial from the Chairman
There can be few people who feel that the global Coronavirus pandemic has not had
a significant effect on their lives. Spring and Summer 2020 have been strange times –
months during which many of us have been prevented from meeting with friends and
family, and from taking part in activities and visiting places that we normally enjoy
during this part of the year.
Admittedly those of us who regularly use the internet have not lacked for opportunities
to take part in virtual meetings or to enjoy cultural offerings. Theatres, museums,
concert halls and opera houses worldwide have found ways of sharing their riches with
us. It is not often that one can enjoy a performance at the Vienna State Opera without
charge almost every night of the week.
Like many other organisations, the Anglo-Austrian Society decided that this year’s
Annual General Meeting, scheduled for 24 June, needed to take place online. So instead
of gathering at the K&K Hotel in Earl’s Court as we have previously done, we came
together using the video conferencing platform, Zoom. Holding the AGM in this way
did however enable some members who cannot usually take part in the Society’s AGM,
to do so this year. And while the virtual AGM meant that we could not sit together and
socialize after the meeting, we did make the most of the chance which Zoom provided
to chat with each other, and to remind ourselves of some favourite Austrian delicacies
which were among the virtual prizes in the quiz that ended the morning. And since
the AGM, the London Stammtisch has also held a Zoom Stammtisch get together –
something we may try again in future.
Although it is possible for British residents to travel to Austria at the moment, the
uncertainties currently affecting journeys beyond these shores have meant that many
who would otherwise have been looking forward to visiting Austria at this time of
year no longer feel entirely confident about doing so. If, like me, you are regretting the
fact that the Coronavirus has deprived you of a much loved period of Sommerfrische,
you may enjoy looking at an Austrian website that I have recently been exploring
– www.1000things.at This website, which promises that it will provide you with
inspiration about activities and organizations throughout the whole of Austria, is
divided into two sections – one offering a thousand things to do in Vienna, the other,
a thousand things to do everywhere else. As in other countries, Austrians are being
encouraged to holiday at home this year, so there is a section devoted to possibilities
for Sommer dahoam. This offers a wealth of reminders – photos and short articles
about places that you may already have visited, or still have on your ‘to visit’ list. Do
have a look. Even if you can’t get there this year, thanks to www.1000things.at, you
can at least travel to Austria virtually. Viel Spass!
Best wishes - Dame Janet Ritterman - Chairman
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Austria’s Most International University
There is hardly any other European city in which the
beat of classical music is felt so strongly as in Salzburg.
Every year, opera and concertgoers from all over the
world flock to the city, where the famous Salzburg
Festival is held every year in July and August. The
birthplace of the musical genius Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart enjoys a unique reputation. Students from more
than 60 Nations make the Mozarteum, an academy of music and performing
art, the most international university in Austria, with half of its 1,700 students
come from abroad.
The International Summer Academy of the Mozarteum, founded by Lilli
Lehmann in 1916, celebrated its centenary in 2016. Every year nearly 1000
musical prodigies from all over the world are invited to Salzburg to perfect
their skills in masterclasses, seminars and workshops. The curriculum, strongly
influenced by the sponsorship of the American Julian Freedman includes classes
in piano and flute, composition, conducting and opera, besides classes in singing
and violin, which were initially offered.
The Mozarteum University is considerably older that the summer academy.
Classes began in the academic year of 1841-1842, when a group of musicloving citizens, supported by the Archbishop Friedrich von Schwarzenberg,
founded the Mozarteum and the Cathedral Music Association. This was to
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the death of Mozart.
Salzburg Music Festival 2020
A modified Festival was held in Salzburg
despite the pandemic, sending a strong
signal to the world for the power of the arts,
especially in these difficult times.
‘Jedermann’ (Everyman) since 1920
performed in front of the Cathedral in
Salzburg, featured again in this years’
festival programme and celebrated its 100.
Anniversary.
The play by Hugo von Hofmannsthal was
first staged in 1911 in Berlin, directed by the great Austrian Theatre and Film
Director Max Reinhardt.
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The Stammtische:
We have all heard the advice of public health officials: stay at home, wash your
hands and don’t touch your face! Since the lockdown numerous holidays and
trips to Austria have been cancelled. People have been asked to work from home
and stay at home if possible.
The Stammtische have followed this advice and are not meeting at the moment.
Many of our members are using video conferences, e-mail, telephone and other
social media to communicate with friends and relatives. For some people the
letter writing tradition has come back into fashion.
These types of interaction are important for everyone, but especially for those
members of our society who live alone. We should strive and do our best to stay
socially connected, albeit in a different way.
This Pandemic is certainly re-defining our social interactions and democratic
norms are stress-tested all over the world. Risk and harm reduction is essential
and until the virus is brought under control, practicing strict social distancing,
combined with other public health measures, like widespread testing and
vaccine development, will be critical in controlling the spread of Covid-19.
Austrian Population growth:
8.901.064 people lived in Austria on 1. January 2020. This represents an increase
of 42.289 inhabitants compared to the beginning of 2019. Austrian Statistics
estimate the population to reach 9,2 Million by 2030.
+News+News+
CITIZENSHIP FOR VICTIMS OF THE NATIONAL SOCIALIST
REGIME AND THEIR DIRECT DESCENDANTS
In October 2019, the Austrian parliament unanimously adopted an amendment
to the Austrian Citizenship Act (“Staatsbürgerschaftsgesetz”) in recognition
of its historical responsibility and as a further gesture in its efforts to achieve
reconciliation with the victims of National Socialism and their descendants.
According to the new § 58c paragraph 1a of the Austrian Citizenship Act,
descendants of victims of the National Socialist regime can acquire Austrian
Citizenship by means of a declaration (“Anzeige”), without having to give up
their current citizenship or nationality in return.
For further information please contact the Austrian Embassy. You can find the
link to the Embassy on the Society’s website.
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Accelerating anglicism - By Tom Woerndl
Deutsche Sprache, schwere Sprache, so the saying goes. But perhaps not given
the modern tendency for Germans and Austrians to insert English words into
almost every sentence.
As part of my efforts to refresh what Mark Twain described as an “awful”
language, I’ve been listening to podcasts and radio shows from the amazing
DLF network (and I’d recommend the DLF app to anyone in the same position
as me), and I’ve been amazed with how English is used as linguistic seasoning,
particularly by young Germans and Austrians.
Words and expressions like ‘city’, ‘strange’ and ‘last but not least’, appear
regularly, which is confusing given that German has its own alternatives. The
problem for me – and for many other native English speakers – is that it makes
learning a difficult language even harder, as all of that effort seems slightly
diminished.
And for those who dig deeper into the language – particularly when reading
business or marketing materials – it won’t be long before the dreaded Denglisch
rears its ugly head.
Duden defines this as “a pejorative term for German with too many English
expressions mixed in”.
Denglisch can be particularly frustrating as it includes borrowed words from
English, as well as a number of pseudo-anglicisms, including ‘Beamer’
(projector), ‘Handy’ (mobile phone) or ‘Dressman’ (male model).
So, what’s the solution? Well, the evolution of language in this way has been
happening for centuries, so we may be powerless to this trend towards English
although, for our part, we can stay steadfast in our use of ‘Stadt’, ‘seltsam’, ‘zu
guter Letzt’ or ‘Kaffee zum mitnehmen’ instead of ‘coffee-to-go’.
Other news:
A new Austrian Food outlet has opened. Erich and Elena from Bad Gastein in
the Salzburgerland started this new company earlier this year. Have a look at
their offerings on the website: www.austrianfood.co.uk
Photo credits:
Front page and page 3: Österreich Werbung - Medienarchiv
Page 6 & 7: Catherin Dulin
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The Emergence of the Waltz in Vienna
Dr. Catherine Dulin
My doctoral journey is finally complete. Five years of
research, analysis, and writing the thesis has been immense,
but also fascinating. Sharing this journey with the AngloAustrian Society was extremely enjoyable. Thank you so
much for your support.
The final text covered fifty years of Viennese history from
1740 to 1790. The focus, of course, was on dance, but also
the lives of the people residing in Vienna. Visitors to this capital of the Habsburg
monarchy helped to portray the urban landscape, as well as the activities of the
inhabitants. Other sources such as diaries, newspapers, and plays performed
in the city, also brought the period to life for me. Class divides were obvious,
although as the years progressed these hereditary, but also economic lines began
to ease in some areas. A blend of dances in all social classes became apparent.
Two monarchs reigned during this period, Maria Theresia and Joseph II.
Although the mother dominated, the son had his own ideas that he pursued for
his subjects. He was not interested in dance, but he did wish for a more cohesive
society. At least as early as 1754, waltzing was already evident in Vienna. This
mode of dance was being executed by both ends of the social scale no later than
the 1760s. In 1772, Joseph ordered the Redoutensaal, the grand ballroom in the
Hofburg, to be opened to all but the lowest servants. Opportunities to mix on the
dance floor were growing.
Germans named the continuous, rotating dance ‘the waltz’ earlier than the
Austrians. In Vienna, however, a couple may have been described as waltzing,
but they were dancing ‘the German Dance’. Following this dance through the
decades in Vienna and across the social classes disclosed the emergence of
the waltz in the city. There was criticism of waltzing, particularly in the 1770s
and 1780s, but not really by the Viennese. During this period, the majority
of condemnation of the closed couple, whirling dance came from Protestant
German regions. By the 1780s, waltzing was the rage in Vienna with its music
for sale by a range of composers. Joseph, now the sole ruler, opened up the city
even more during this decade of his reign, but also allowed for a looser society.
A foundation for further exploration has now been laid. The early waltz is a
fascinating topic and beautiful Vienna will always be a draw.
6

www.angloaustrian.org.uk

Autumn Edition 2020
Books which may be of interest for our members:
The Last Waltz: The Strauss Dynasty & Vienna by John Suchet
Joseph II of Austria: by Derek Beales
Volume I “In the Shadow of Maria Theresia”
Volume II “ Against the World”

The engraving is by Joseph Richter (1749 - 1813) and depicts a Viennese dance hall. It is from the book
“Bildgalerie weltlicher Misbräuche, ein Gegenstück zur Bildgalerie katholischer und klösterlicher
Misbräuche”. (Picture Gallery of Secular Abuses, a companion Piece of the Picture Gallery (of) Catholic and
Monastic Abuses)
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Autumn 2020
How to contact the Anglo Austrian Society:
Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 08.00 - 14.00h
Phone: 01494 711116 e-mail: enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
Website: www.angloaustrian.org.uk
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Local Stammtisch Meetings
N.B Please contact the various Stammtisch organisers for further details. The
information below are the meeting times and places in pre-Corona times and
are subject to alteration.
Chiltern Stammtisch: Meets on the last Saturday of the month for lunch at the
Gate in Bryants Bottom near High Wycombe.
Contact: Brigitte Kreuger via the office
Southern Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 3rd Saturday at midday, except in
December, at the Jack Phillip Pub in Godalming.
Contact: Ann Blishen ann.blishen@btinternet.com, Tel: 01252 722499
London Stammtisch: Meets every 2nd Tuesday of each month at 12.30 p.m, at
the K&K Hotel George, Templeton Place , SW5 near Earls Court Tube station.
Members visiting London are always welcome to join us.
Oxford Stammtisch:
Contact: Christine Gadsby for dates and times. Tel: 01993812118
e-mail: christine.gadsby68@gmail.com
Oxford Uni. Austrian Soc.: oxford.austriansociety@gmail.com
Wirral Stammtisch: Meets monthly on the 2nd Saturday at 12.30 p.m at The
Glegg Arms, Heswall.
Contact: Heidi Reynolds Tel: 01492 536340
Useful websites:
News: www.news.ORF.at
Holidays: www.austria.info/uk
Culture: www.acflondon.org
Embassy: www.bmeia.gv.at/oeb-london/
Weltweit Freunde:www.austrians.org
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