Summer Edition 2021

Anglo - Austrian
Society
Since 1944

Summer Edition 2021
www.angloaustrian.org.uk
1

www.angloaustrian.org.uk

Summer Edition 2021
Message from the Chairman
I hope that by the time you receive this Summer Newsletter, you will have been able to undertake
some of the activities and to renew some of the contacts that have been restricted during lockdown.
It is sobering to think that the pandemic has aﬀected our lives so profoundly for more than a year.
The gradual relaxation of restrictions in Austria has been heartening news, as it is here.
You will have gathered from my recent letter about the AGM, that the Trustees have decided that
it is wisest to hold this once again as an online meeting, using video conferencing for the purpose,
as we did in 2020. I do hope that, as last year, we will have a good attendance. We discovered
last June that one of the upsides of holding the meeting in this way was that members of the
Society who are normally unable to attend the AGM in London, were more than ready to take
part in a virtual meeting. I do hope that you will want to do so again. As last year, there will be
some moments of entertainment as well as the necessary formal business. In terms of the formal
business, you will see in the papers which you have received about the AGM that there is an item
on the agenda where the Trustees are proposing to you a modiﬁcation of the legal structure of the
Society. Although the technical change would not aﬀect the way that you currently experience the
Society, it would, I believe, beneﬁt the Society both now and in the future.
I recognize that an item of this kind is unlikely to set most people’s pulses racing, but I do urge
you to read the paper which explains what is involved and why it matters. And if you have any
questions about what is proposed, please take advantage of the oﬀer made by our Trustee, Patricia
Langley (a retired barrister), to talk with you individually about it. Her contact details are in that
paper. You will also ﬁnd among the papers a heartfelt plea from me, to each of you, to send to
the Society’s oﬃce (ideally by email) your conﬁrmation that we may contact you by post, phone
and e-mail. Because of Data Protection legislation, we now need to have this conﬁrmation from
you in order to remain in touch. This applies to everyone - even if you are a lifelong member of
the Society. And we really need to have your email address, and to be able to contact you by this
means. Like every organization, the Anglo-Austrian Society is making increasing use of e-mail
as a speedy and cost-eﬀective means of keeping in touch. In the past few months, we have used
e-mail to send invitations to our members to share in events organized, or information provided,
by the Austrian Embassy, the Austrian Cultural Forum, The Gustav Mahler Society, the Austrian
National Library – and more besides. If we do not have your e-mail address, you are missing out
on things that we really want to share with you. Please help us to help you, by sending your full
contact details to the Oﬃce - enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
So if you haven’t done this already, why not make this your good deed for today?
Best wishes
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Stammtisch News
Ann and Roger Blishen, organisers of the Southern
Stammtisch, have sent us the photo below and the message:
“Still knitting and waiting until we can start our Southern
Stammtisch meetings”.
Helga Stelzhammer of the London Stammtisch has arranged
monthly Zoom Meetings since the lockdowns with a number
of our members. We are very grateful to Helga and the London Stammtisch members for their
continued support of the Society. Let’s hope we can meet up again at the K+K in person in the
very near future.
Christine Gadsby of the Oxford Stammtisch had a Zoom Stammtisch with the members in the
Oxford area and is planning to resume their meetings at the end of May.
The Chiltern group hasn’t been able to meet up or arrange any meeting in these lockdowns.
German language Austrian related Films
Our member Richard Ford kindly made us aware of the two following Austrian related ﬁlms,
which he can recommend:
Maria Theresia (2020)
This fascinating joint Austrian, Czech and Slovak production about the life of Austria’s only
female Empress Regent, but an Empress in practise only, since as a woman she was technically
not able to become Holy Roman Emperor.
The ﬁlm is available in four parts on Youtube.
Freud
This is a very interesting ﬁlm about the young adult years of Sigmund Freud and his attempts
to establish himself professionally and psychoanalysis as a science against the prevailing
prejudices in Vienna.
N.B A lot of the dialogue is in Viennese dialect and the ﬁlm is available on Netﬂix
‘A successor for Peter Schröcksnadel’ - The Austrian Mr. Ski
The Austrian Ski Federation - ÖSV are interviewing two former top skiers to succeed Herr
Schröcksnadel. After 31 years in charge, this successful Austrian Manager is ready to retire. The
choice for his successor is between two former ski racers: The “Speed Queen” Renate Götschel
from Styria, who won over 46 World Cup races and 11 medals in World Championships
and Olympics, and the great downhill skier and Hotel owner Michael Walchofer from the
Salzburgerland, who won 19 World Cup races and 4 individual medals . A tough choice for the
selectors.
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The AAS Virtual Stammtisch
One of the ideas suggested around the time of last year’s
virtual AGM was that we might consider setting up a
virtual Stammtisch, so that there could be an opportunity
for members of the Anglo-Austrian Society, wherever they
live, to come together regularly for a sociable gathering,
in the best traditions of the Austrian Stammtisch.
So in February this year we launched the AAS Virtual Stammtisch. The meetings
are taking place monthly, early on a Friday evening (6.15pm GMT), using the video
conferencing platform, Zoom. Some of those attending already belong to one of the
Society’s existing Stammtische. However, as was originally suggested, the Virtual
Stammtisch is bringing together members from all corners of the United Kingdom
and beyond. Florian Thomas (a former Trustee and Stammtisch member) and his
wife Caitlin Hulcup, who are now living in Berlin, are among those taking part. On
the ﬁrst evening, Florian and Caitlin described for us their move to Berlin, and their
experience of life in Germany under lockdown constraints. Florian and Caitlin’s story
interested us all, so it was agreed that for future evenings we would invite someone to
give a short introductory talk (in English) to launch the proceedings and then follow this
with conversation, in English or in German., according to individual preference. The
suggestion was made that we could focus in turn on the nine Austrian Bundesländer, so
that is what we are now doing. Our guest provides a short talk – several of these have
been illustrated – and this is followed by conversation in two breakout groups. One
breakout group converses in German, the other group continues to chat in English.
For the second evening our guest was Professor Georg Schulz who lives and works in the
Südsteiermark. Georg provided a vivid account of rural life in this far south east corner
of Austria where, alongside his professional role as Rektor of the Kunstuniversität in
Graz, he and his wife are renovating an eighteenth century farmhouse and its traditional
outbuildings. In his talk, as well as describing some of the local farming traditions,
Georg spoke enticingly bout two of the specialties for which this part of Styria is
especially known - Schilcher wine and Kürbiskernöl, the highly prized pumpkin seed oil
(sometimes described as ‘black gold’ or ‘green gold’). Conversation on these topics and
more besides continued in the breakout groups. Several members, curious to learn more
about the eﬀorts being made to retain the traditional character of the old farmhouse,
encouraged Georg to share some photos of what had so far been achieved. Two of the
set which he sent are included here with his permission
Photos: Georg Schulz
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Our April Stammtisch focused on Vorarlberg. For this, Andrea Dlaska, Tyrolean by birth
but with family and friends in this region, and a regular traveller between Innsbruck and
Konstanz, where she has her second home, gave us an enlightening account of some
of the distinctive features of this, the second smallest of the Austrian Bundesländer.
Andrea started by pointing out that the name ‘Vor-arlberg’ – in front of the Arlberg –
served as a reminder that the ‘Ländle’ should by no means be viewed as the end point
of Austria. Andrea’s presentation included reference to features of dialect and costume,
but also emphasized that Vorarlberg is seen as a pioneer and innovator in areas such as
architecture and the role of art in rural communities and tourism. The pictures that she
showed of architecture in the region were breathtaking: particularly eye-catching were
the photos of the bus stops designed for small villages in Vorarlberg by internationally
renowned architects. You can see some of the designs here - https://www.dezeen.
com/2014/05/16/bus-stop-project-fujimoto-shu-radic-austria/.
The website of the Bregenzerwald region gives further examples of community centres,
museums, churches and schools built in this new style of wood architecture that aims
to reference the surrounding landscape, the history of the region and the identity of
its inhabitants: https://www.bregenzerwald.at/en/good-to-know/architecture/. Similarly
impressive were the pictures which Andrea showed of sets for the opera performances
staged as part of the Bregenzer Festspiele - https://orf.at/bregenzerfestspiele19/
stories/3129499/ - which, in normal times, take place each year in July and August.
Here opera is staged on the Bodensee, making use of use of the world’s largest ﬂoating
stage. The Festival was of course cancelled in 2020 but plans are in place for the festival
to resume this summer.
In the coming months the plan is for our Virtual Stammtisch to continue its tour of
Austrian Bundesländer. In May we are being treated to a talk about Carinthia, by
Brigitte Kreuger, one of the Society’s Trustees. Salzburgerland and the Burgenland then
follow in the summer.
Our Virtual Stammtisch is, of course, open to all members of the Society. If you would
like to join these sessions, all you need to do is to send me an email message – chairman@
angloaustrian.org,uk – to conﬁrm your interest. In order to take part, all you then need is
your own (free) Zoom account. Why not try? It would be good to see you online soon.

5

www.angloaustrian.org.uk

Summer Edition 2021
UK and Austria
Erich Fried – Centenary of an Anglo-Austrian
The poet, writer and translator was born in Vienna in 1921 to Jewish parents and settled
in London after the annexation of Austria in 1938. From 1952 to 1968 he worked as a
political commentator for the BBC German Service. He translated works by Shakespeare,
T.S. Eliot and Dylan Thomas. In 1982 he regained his Austrian nationality, but retained
his British passport. Erich Fried is buried in Kensal Green Cemetery

Science and Technology – Computational Social Systems
A new 4-semester Master’s degree course is oﬀered jointly by the Technical University
(TU) and the Graz University. As digitalization increases, more and more data about
our society and our behaviour are being generated and stored. This English language
Master’s degree programme trains experts, who can extract valuable information from
these data sets by using IT methods and specialized skills, as well as guarantee the
responsible use of these data. The course has been developed for students from the
ﬁelds of economics, sociology, psychology, law and computer science, who would like
to examine the eﬀect of digitalization in details on their own and other disciplines, as
well as analyse the resulting challenges and opportunities
Waldmüller Biedermeier Exhibition - Belvedere, Vienna
We can all do with a few more pastoral landscapes, ﬂowers and rosy-cheeked family
portraits to escape from reality. The exhibition runs from May 2021 to 27 February 2022

Waldmüller, Belvedere, Vienna.
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Zu Gast in den Klöstern Österreichs
Spiritualität und die Suche nach dem Sinn des Lebens sind in der heutigen Zeit oft beherrschende
Themen – und wer wüsste hier besser Bescheid als Klöster, die eine jahrhundertealte Tradition in
Fragen der Besinnung und Kontemplation aufweisen. In unserer hektischen Gegenwart sind sie
als Oasen der Stille und Einkehr wieder gefragt. Die Klöster haben ihrerseit die Zeichen der Zeit
erkannt und sich geöﬀnet. Sie bieten Medidationstage, Heilfasten, Kunst-, Musik-, und andere
Ferienkurse an. Wer wohltuende Stille sucht oder wer sich in Ruhe mit sich selbst oder einem
bestimmten Thema auseinander setzen will, wer religiöse Begleitung sucht ﬁndet in vielen
Klöstern unseres schönen Österreichs vielleicht den ‘Weg zum Selbst’.
Stift Melk
Am Eintritt der Donau in die Weinlandschaft der Wachau
grüβt den Besucher schon von weitem das auf einem
mächtigen Granitfelsen stehende Benediktinerstift Melk,
eines der prächtigsten Klöster Österreichs. Die Stadt
Melk liegt zwischen Linz und Wien. Das Geschlecht der
Babenberger und die Markgrafen Leopold I, II und III
bauten im 11. Jhdt das burgähnlich angelegte Stift. Am
Anfang des 18. Jhdt wurde es vom groβen Architekten
und Baumeister Jakob Prandtauer (1660 – 1726) zu einem
der schönsten Barockklöster Österreichs umgestaltet. www.stiftmelk.at
Österreichs Klöster sind interessante Ausﬂugsziele und viele bieten den Gläubigen auch
Unterkunft und Besinnungstage an. Diese Ordenshäuser können in unserer hektischen Zeit auch
‘Heilsame Orte’ sein, die neben ihren kulturellen Schätzen Geborgenheit, Ruhe und gelebte
Spiritualität bieten.
Die Erzdiözese Salzburg hat diese Orte zu einer Angebotseinheit zusammen geführt. Mehr
Information: www.heilsame-orte.at
Stift Lambach
Hoch über der Traun, einem Nebenﬂuβ der Donau, erhebt
sich in majestätischer Schönheit das Benediktinerstift
Lambach. Das Kloster wurde im Jahr 1056 von Adalbero,
Bischof von Würzburg, gegründet und reich ausgestattet.
Seine Blütezeit erlebte Lambach im 12. Jhdt und einmalige
Wandmalereien im Westchor der Stiftskirche zeigen einen
Freskenzyklus aus dem 11. Jhdt, der fast vollständig
erhalten ist.
Ein Juwel besonderer Art ist das einzige noch erhaltenen barocke Stiftstheater Österreichs.
www.stift-lambach.at
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Attention Members:
‘Would You Like To Share’
Please share your photos on the Society’s website and our Instagram pages:
If you have visited Austria last year you may have a special photo of some spectacular
scenery. Why not share your snapshots with our members and readers on our Instagram
pages.
Please contact or email your photos to: brigitte.kreuger@angloaustrian.org.uk
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------***Stop Press***
‘Austria is opening up’
After seven months of lockdown the country is opening up. On Wednesday 19. May
Austria’s new coronameasures will apply and the “Green Pass” ( 3-G Certiﬁcate
- Getestet-Geimpft- Genesen) -Tested, Vaccinated, Recovered will be introduced.
Holidays, restaurants, visits to soccer matches and brass band concerts will be possible
again and further steps should be introduced by 1st July at the latest.
Local Stammtisch Meetings
Please contact the various Stammtisch organisers for further details.
Ann & Roger Blishen – Southern Stammtisch
Brigitte Kreuger – Chiltern Stammtisch
Helga Stelzhammer or Erika Lang – London Stammtisch
Christine Gadsby - Oxford Stammtisch
Contact details can be obtained from the AAS oﬃce below
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------How to contact the Anglo Austrian Society:
Oﬃce hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 08.00 - 14.00h
Phone: 01494 711116 e-mail: enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
Website: www.angloaustrian.org.uk

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Useful websites:
News: www.news.ORF.at
Holidays: www.austria.info/uk
Culture: www.acﬂondon.org
Embassy: www.bmeia.gv.at/oeb-london/
Weltweit Freunde:www.austrians.org

Published by:
The Anglo Austrian Society
60 Brimmers Hill
Widmer End
High Wycombe, Bucks,
HP15 6NP
T: 01494 711116
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