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Chairman’s message 

Though none of us were expecting this when we met over Zoom in June 2020, restrictions 
still in place by mid 2021 meant that this year’s AGM, which took place on 23 June, needed 
to be held in the same way. But the occasion provided plenty of interest, and we were 
delighted to be joined for the event by Sir Peter Bottomley, Chairman of the British-Austrian 
All Party Parliamentary Group; by Katharina Kastner, Deputy Head of Mission at the 
Austrian Embassy in London and her colleague, Frank Ortner, who joined the Embassy 
in 2020 as First Secretary & Consul, and by Christa Marchandt, Deputy Director of the 
Austrian Cultural Forum.

There is a report on the items covered at the AGM later in this Newsletter. With the formal 
business of the meeting completed, those attending were able to enjoy some contributions 
from several of our guests. The Austrian Cultural Forum was established in London in 1956, 
so has been celebrating its 65th anniversary during 2021. Christa Marchant, the Deputy 
Director, who began by passing on the good wishes of the Director, Waltraud Dennhardt-
Herzog, described some of the events that the Forum had already held and is planning 
to hold in the coming months, to mark the occasion. Katharina Kastner, Deputy Head of 
Mission at the Embassy, then provided a very informative picture of issues, events and visits 
that had been of special significance for the Embassy during the last year. Her colleague, 
Frank Ortner, the recently-appointed First Secretary & Consul, demonstrated something of 
his range of responsibilities by mentioning in passing the impact that Austria’s initial success 
in the UEFA Football Championship was having on his duties. Particularly interesting for a 
number of those present was his account of the arrangements in place for the conferring 
of Austrian citizenship on individuals who had been adversely affected by the National 
Socialist Regime and their descendants and of the progress being made with this initiative.

Those attending the meeting then had the pleasure of hearing from the current holder 
of the Society’s Angela Krosik Award for doctoral study, Jason Weir, who is now close to 
completion. Jason gave a fascinating presentation about vernacular music in Vienna at the 
beginning of the twentieth century, illustrating his talk with some vivid sound and imagery, 
showing what things were like for those enjoying music in the streets and the suburbs, away 
from large concert halls and opera houses. Then, after the Chairman’s short, light-hearted 
quiz testing out everyone’s familiarity some of the better-known buildings, statues and 
coffee houses on Vienna’s famous Ringstrasse, the gathering concluded with a recording of 
some Schrammelmusik performed by a contemporary Viennese quartet – music that is part 
of the tradition which Jason has been exploring in his doctoral work.

So all in all we had a full and interesting morning. It was an occasion which left us looking 
forward to the weeks and months ahead, with the promise of more live events that we may 
be able to attend, and more opportunities to meet with friends once more. Let’s hope!

With best wishes
Dame Janet Ritterman
Chairman
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Stammtisch News

The Chiltern Stammtisch was finally able to meet in person on 3 July 2021. 
They held their Stammtisch at The Gate in Bryant’s Bottom, sitting outside in the 
wooden hut in the pub’s garden. It was a very enjoyable event and the Group 
is pleased its monthly get-together's can now return as the restrictions lift. The 
photo shows a number of the Chiltern members and friends at the July meeting.

London Stammtisch

Erika Lang and a number of London Stammtisch members have been meeting 
during the last few months at the Polish Club in the heart of Kensington near 
the Albert Hall and the Royal College of Music. Erika is a long-standing visitor 
to the Club and the Ognisko restaurant has welcomed guest for over seventy 
years. The photo, provided by Traudl Lawrence, shows a number of the London 
members at the Ognisko.

Southern Stammtisch
Ann and Roger Blishen: please contact Ann or Roger for further information of 
meetings.

Oxford Stammtisch
Christine Gadsby: please contact Christine for further information of meetings.
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The Virtual Stammtisch visits Salzburg

For the Virtual Stammtisch evening in June, 
which was devoted to Salzburg, our guest 
was Dr Eugen Banauch. Eugen, who is Head 
of the Research Management Department at 
the Universität Mozarteum in Salzburg, did not 
grow up in Salzburg or the region. However, on 
taking up this post at the Mozarteum in January 
2019, he decided to make Salzburg his home, 
moving his young family from Vienna to do so. 
Since then he has since been enthusiastically exploring the area and it was the 
results of some of these explorations that he shared with us. 

In his introductory talk, Eugen described why, in his view, Salzburg is like no 
other Austrian city. He listed, and then discussed in detail, seven reasons for 
this:
- the ‘architectural ensemble’ of the city
- its geographical uniqueness
- its historical tradition and importance
- the ongoing importance of music and theatre in Salzburg
- the unique blend of city and rural areas (Salzburg Stadt; Salzburg Land)
- and (last but not least) the ongoing legacy provided by ‘The Sound of Music’ - 
which, as Eugen pointed out, is ‘remarkably unknown’ in Austria.

Reminding us that Salzburg has been on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List for over twenty 
years, Eugen provided some wonderful slides 
to illustrate the range of architecture in the 
city, described sometimes as the ‘Rome of the 
North’. 

Further slides highlighted its attractiveness as 
a city in which to live, both because of its scale 
and the proximity of green spaces, as well as 

proximity to the Alps. When talking about the importance of music and theatre, 
while not neglecting Mozart, Eugen touched on the city’s contribution to the world 
by being the birthplace not only of ‘The Sound of Music’, but also of ‘Silent Night’. 
The annual performances of Jedermann, which take place each summer in front 
of the Cathedral, as part of the Salzburg Festival, were also described. Eugen’s 
account of the city really did help to show why Salzburg merits the designation, 
‘Gesamtkunstwerk in the heart of Europe’. 
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In the lively conversation in the two breakout groups that followed the 
presentation, many more features of life in the city and the surrounding region 
were mentioned. Advice was readily forthcoming about where to buy the real 
Mozartkugeln (the ones in the blue and silver wrapping, which originated in the 
Café Fürst). The popularity of Stiegl beer even got a mention. The evening, for 
which we were joined by some members of the Leeds Anglo-German Club, left 
many of those attending looking forward even more to the chance to return to 
Salzburg when travel to Austria becomes possible once more.

STOP PRESS

The winner of the Society’s next Angela Krosik Doctoral Award has just been 
selected. His name is Felix Wagner. Originally from Eisenstadt, Felix will be 
studying at the University of Oxford, in the Centre for Health Data Science. 
During his doctorate, Felix wants to invent new Artificial Intelligence methods to 
help tackle challenges in the healthcare domain.

STOP STOP PRESS

Austrias President, Alexander Van der Bellen, has called on European Nations to 
provide shelter for Afghan refugees fleeing Taliban rule, contrary to statements 
made by the Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz.
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Anglo Austrian Society 

This past July, the Association of Jewish Refugees (AJR) celebrated its 80th anniversary 
of serving, representing and supporting the Jewish refugees who fled Nazi oppression 
and settled in this country. Our origins are linked to the abandonment, in May 1941, of 
the government’s policy of Internment, which led to the creation of the AJR as a self-
help group: by the refugees and for the refugees.

The refugees have made a disproportionate contribution to Britain in numerous fields 
of public life. Celebrated luminaries include the Nobel Prize winning biochemist Sir 
Hans Krebs and Sir Ludwig Guttmann, the pioneering founder of the Paralympics, Sir 
Rudolf Bing, the General Manager of Glyndebourne and the founder of the Edinburgh 
International Festival, as well as three of the founding members of the Amadeus Quartet.  

Today though, the thrust of our work is the disbursal of social, welfare and care services 
to the first generation, assistance that enables our unique community to live in comfort, 
dignity and security. To this end, we act as the agent for the Claims Conference, 
which annually negotiates funding, principally from the German, but also the Austrian, 
governments. As this assistance is ring-fenced we are keen to hear from anyone who 
would benefit from this unique support. 

Alongside our primary objective, the AJR is developing activities to engage and connect 
with the next generations. On 3 and 4 October we are organising – in partnership with 
Chelsea Football Club – The International Forum: Connecting Next Generations, a 
gathering that will bring together the children, grandchildren and even great grandchildren 
of refugees and survivors, to hear from speakers, share stories and create connections. 

As well as uninterruptedly producing the monthly AJR Journal since January 1946, which 
chronicles the lives of the refugees and captures the culture and heritage of the émigrés, 
in recent years the AJR has amassed a rich collection of eye-witness testimonies that 
forms the Refugee Voices Archive that can be viewed at www.ajrrefugeevoices.org.uk 
and the My Story books at www.ajrmystory.org.uk 

These resources connect with the third limb of our work: facilitating teaching and 
learning about the Holocaust, in our capacity as the largest benefactor of Holocaust 
educational and commemorative projects and programmes. Through our sponsorship 
we work with the country’s leading institutions engaged in developing resources that will 
perpetuate the lives, legacy and eye-witness accounts of our members. 

And, despite the demographics not being in our favour, more than three dozen of those 
who have become members this year are from the first generation. If you know anyone 
who can benefit from our services or who would like to join, please let us know. 

Michael Newman OBE
Chief Executive
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Report on the AGM held on 23 June 2021
from the Chairman, Dame Janet Ritterman

In the past year the Anglo-Austrian Society amended its 
Memorandum and Articles as recommended by the Charity 
Commission, to make formal provision for the holding of any 
meeting online, should this prove to be advisable. Because 
of the continuing uncertainties, the Trustees decided that it 
would be better to take advantage of this provision and hold 
the 2021 AGM online. However, as last year, this did have 
the benefit that quite a number of those who took part were 
members who live well outside London and who may well 
not have been able to attend if the AGM had been held in 
the traditional way.

During the meeting the minutes of the 2020 AGM were approved, as were the Report of 
the Board of Directors and the Financial Statements for the year just ended. We noted that 
although the Society’s investment income had fallen during the year, in common with that of 
many other organisations, the position by the end of the end was beginning to show some 
encouraging signs. However as our Independent Examiner, Alan Radford, pointed out, with 
membership income also under pressure, the Society needs to continue to ensure that its 
charitable funds are being applied for charitable purposes.

There was one exceptional item on the agenda this year - a Special Resolution to empower 
the Trustees to take steps to have the Society reconstituted as a Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation (a CIO) rather than as at present, as both a charity and a limited company. 
Details of this proposal were circulated to all members with the Calling Notice for the AGM. 
This resolution received unanimous approval, so the Trustees will be working to get this 
change implemented in the coming year.

The agenda of the AGM has always included an item for the election or re-election of 
Trustees. This year, Felicitas Starr-Egger and I were re-elected. It is Felicitas who takes a 
lead in maintaining contact with those to whom the Society awards grants. Most of these 
grants are made from the Otto Harpner Fund – the fund originally set up to commemorate 
the work of the Society’s first Secretary, Otto Harpner. It was noted at the AGM that in the 
past year this fund had been enhanced by a legacy from the estate of the late Robert Avery. 
This year a new Trustee was elected, Helen Ramsden, whose photo appears here.  Helen, 
who is a life member of the Society, is an active member of the Chiltern Stammtisch.

Helen retired in 2019, having previously spent over 40 years working for HM Revenue & 
Customs (previously HM Customs & Excise).  Her interests include embroidery, swimming 
and music.  She plays the piano and church-style organ.
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Would you like to be the next Editor of the AAS Newsletter?  

The Society is looking for a new Editor of the Quarterly Newsletter from 1st 
January 2022. Could this be you? If you are interested, please contact the 
Chairman, Dame Janet Ritterman - chairman@angloaustrian.org.uk
The Spring issue is published in March, so preparation will need to start by 
January 2022. The other three editions appear in June, September and 
December.
It is Hans Woerndl, the current Editor, whom we must thank for the interesting 
Newsletters that we have been enjoying. Hans will be happy to talk to anyone 
who would like to know more about what is involved – to explain how things are 
organised and who lends a hand.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Local Stammtisch Meetings 

Please contact the various Stammtisch organisers for further details. 
Ann & Roger Blishen – Southern Stammtisch
Brigitte Kreuger – Chiltern Stammtisch
Erika Lang or Helga Stelzhammer – London Stammtisch 
Christine Gadsby  - Oxford Stammtisch

Contact details can be obtained from the AAS office below
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
How to contact the Anglo Austrian Society:
Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 08.00 - 14.00h
Phone: 01494 711116    e-mail: enquiries@angloaustrian.org.uk
Website: www.angloaustrian.org.uk
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------       
Useful websites:                  
News: www.news.ORF.at        
Holidays: www.austria.info/uk
Culture: www.acflondon.org
Austrian Embassy: www.bmeia.gv.at/oeb-london/
Weltweit Freunde:www.austrians.org
Austrian Business in the UK: www.advantageaustria.org

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Photo credits: 
Front page: Dr Eugen Banauch
Page 3: Helen Ramsden
Page 4 & 5 Dr Eugen Banauch
Page 7: Helen Ramsden


